
AN ANALYSIS OF WILLYS LIFE IN DEATH OF A SALESMAN BY ARTHUR

MILLER

Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman follows the story of Willy Loman, an aging and mediocre salesman who once
cheated on his wife and lives in denial of the.

He suffers from a kind of dementia and despair which make him suicidal. One of his greatest selfish decisions
is his affair. He wants the exact opposite of what his dad so desires, because he has seen how striving for the
American dream has ruined his father. Literature Resource Center. Willy Loman Source Choosing Money
over Love The American dream brings hope to many, but some people become so clouded by the result of
their goals that they lose sight of what is truly important. Witalec, Janet. Although he may not have become as
rich as the men he idolizes, he does share one thing with them; his self-absorption and utter disregard for the
needs of other people. Aside from being unsure about his parental abilities, Willy is self-conscious about how
others perceive him. Happy is driven to succeed and is willing to give in to any societal pressures which
enable his success. Before the Depression, an optimistic America offered the alluring promise of success and
riches. Although in his sixties, he is still a traveling salesman bereft of any stable location or occupation, and
clings only to his dreams and ideals. However, Miller makes it equally apparent that Willy Loman is not a
successful man. Linda and Happy are also drawn into the cycle of denial. Linda is mostly jovial, but represses
objections to her husband. Willy vehemently denies Biff's claim that they are both common, ordinary people,
but ironically, it is the universality of the play that makes it so enduring. Arthur Miller Willy Makes a Right
Decision Because Willy chooses to support his family and work honestly, he is unable to attain the same level
of success as his brother Ben. This tragedy takes place in Connecticut during the late s. From his wife Linda
we hear that her husband has tried several times to commit suicide. Charley might be a surly old man, but
Miller has imbued this character with a great deal of pity and compassion. In fact, the only times his father is
mentioned is during conversations with his brother Ben. Confronted with termination of his job as a salesman,
Willy began to have flash backs of his past life. It would be an admission of defeat. Linda Loman, reminiscing
about the days when her sons were not yet grown and had a less contentious relationship with their father,
regrets the state of disarray into which her family has fallen. As Willy grows older, making sales is more
difficult for him, so he attempts to draw on past success by reliving old memories. Willy had an affair over 15
years earlier than the real time within the play, and Miller focuses on the affair and its aftermath to reveal how
individuals can be defined by a single event and their subsequent attempts to disguise or eradicate the event.
The finest people. It could be argued that Willy's character flaws stem from parental abandonment. Willy
refuses that proposal since his wife Linda assures him that they possess everything to lead a life in harmony
with their two children. He cannot remember what happened, so naturally he does not understand why his
relationship with Biff has changed. Detroit: Gale. For example, this is what the old salesman tells teenage Biff
about women: Just wanna be careful with those girls, Biff, that's all. Linda exists only in the context of her
family relationships. Once Biff discovers the affair, however, he loses respect for Willy as well as his own
motivation to succeed. He symbolizes the riches that he could attain.


