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(Hancock, Shepherd, . and the U.S. federal government to reduce truancy over the past 20 years, They noted the
various problems researchers experienced when evaluating truancy.

Unfortunately, high rates of truancyâ€”or unexcused absences from schoolâ€”have become an increasingly
challenging issue for educators across the nation. Increase wrap-around services and aligning them with
student needs. In addition to educational outcomes, truancy has been linked to behavioral and health
indicators, such as substance abuse Best et al. More importantly, it gave many young people an opportunity to
make amends and return to their respective communities rather than enter the criminal justice system and
potentially limit their future options. Results Prevalence of Truancy and Associated Characteristics The
prevalence of truancy and characteristics of the adolescents in this study are presented in Table 1. The
resulting coding structure from summing these two items yielded a range of 0 to 2. Truants also have different
risk profiles based on psychosocial indicators. Examining trends in truancy over time can provide an indicator
as to whether policies and programs that have been implemented are having any impact. A detailed report by
the U. This might mean that schools work with social workers, counselors, mentors, tutors, after-school or
early learning programs, and health or social service agencies to provide students with the support they need.
Our analysis complements this evidence by adding several dimensions to the breakdown of who misses
schoolâ€”including absenteeism rates by poverty status and stateâ€”and by analyzing how missing school
harms performance. Given the prevalence of truancy and the negative implications for youth, schools, and
society, the U. Which groups of students are most likely to miss school? We find no significant differences in
rates of absenteeism and chronic absenteeism by grade similar shares of fourth-graders and eighth-graders
were absent , and the patterns were relatively stable between and  Research findings suggest that those who are
absent more frequently are at higher risk for and report more serious levels of substance use and externalizing
behavior than youth who are absent less frequently Maynard et al. In all analyses, survey year was included as
a continuous independent variable to test for statistically significant long-term temporal trends as prescribed
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  They noted the various problems researchers experienced
when evaluating truancy interventions, such as families being disengaged from the school system and being
reluctant to commence or continue with interventions. In , an estimated 7. This report uses data on student
absenteeism to answer several questions: How much school are students missing? Poor and somewhat poor
students those who qualified for free lunch or for reduced-price lunch and students with disabilities those who
had individualized education programs, or IEPs were much more likely than their more affluent or non-IEP
peers to miss a lot of school. We use this information to describe how much school children are missing, on
average; which groups of children miss school most often; and whether there have been any changes in these
patterns between and  We first summarize existing evidence on who misses school and how absenteeism
matters for performance. While success in school is dependent upon many factors, being present each and
every day is critical, particularly for low-income students and students of color, who face a variety of
educational barriers. An earlier large-scale study of a nationally representative sample similarly reported no
difference between genders with respect to truancy rates Henry,  Youth who reported that most or all of their
peers use the aforementioned substances were coded as 1 and those who reported that few or none use the
substances were coded as 0.


