
JOURNALISTS RESPONSIBILITIES

In addition to their ethical and legal responsibilities, journalists must know how to research and to work well with others.

Journalists must also be honest with the people they interview, telling them before talking to them what the
article is about and that they plan to quote them in the piece. For example, while journalists often tape record
their interviews to ensure accuracy, federal and state laws generally make it illegal to record a conversation
without the permission of the other party. Graduates can choose from several pre-entry routes into newspaper
journalism. Nor did they often directly experience most social problems, or have direct access to expert
insights. Correspondents are specialists in one field or location, while feature writers, who cover topics in
greater depth, often use a more personal style. Journalists should never guarantee anything. If you aspire to be
the mouthpiece for your audience, understand your role, your audience and the power of your words.
However, only little and fragmented support programs exist so far. Or more specifically, with the media.
Depending on the context, the term journalist may include various types of editors , editorial writers,
columnists , and visual journalists, such as photojournalists journalists who use the medium of photography.
She has written for law firms, public relations and marketing agencies, science and technology websites, and
business magazines. The SPJ Code of Ethics is a statement of abiding principles supported by explanations
and position papers that address changing journalistic practices. Journalist and source relationship[ edit ] The
relationship between a professional journalist and a source can be rather complex, and a source can sometimes
impact the direction of the article written by the journalist. If the company that owns a news agency has a
financial interest in a story, the agency should take extra care to ensure its reporting is not affected. Nisbet,
who has written on science communication , [2] has defined a "knowledge journalist" as a public intellectual
who, like Walter Lippmann , David Brooks , Fareed Zakaria , Naomi Klein , Michael Pollan , Thomas
Friedman , and Andrew Revkin , sees their role as researching complicated issues of fact or science which
most laymen would not have the time or access to information to research themselves, then communicating an
accurate and understandable version to the public as a teacher and policy advisor. In this series, we navigate
the importance of publicity in content creation, and illustrate how these two powerhouses can better work
together to create captivating, timely and impactful stories. In addition, they often search public records or
other databases to find information and statistics to back up their stories. Search for postgraduate courses in
journalism. Download a printable copy [PDF]: 8. Journalists help stir up discussions that might later lead to
change and problem solving. She loves holding the powerful accountable and spends more time than she
would like fighting for access to public information. Working hours Journalists quite frequently work long or
unsocial hours. Publicists are doing much of the same: writing a press release for this launch, handling an
upset client in another industry, and perhaps doing damage control for a quote that was misinterpreted. For her
responsibility when working with public relations executives, her steadfast rule is to manage expectations.
Scripps School of Journalism. Reporters may be assigned a specific beat or area of coverage.


