
THE LIFE OF A GREEK HOPLITE

Hoplites (Ancient Greek: á½‰Ï€Î»Î¹Ï„Î·Ï‚) were citizen-soldiers of Ancient Greek city- states who were .. Contrary to other
city states, the free citizens of Sparta served as hoplites their entire life, training and exercising also in peacetime, which
gave .

Pursuit of retreating hoplites was usually only over a short distance in order to maintain the protective
close-formation. Precisely because all of this equipment amounted to quite an investment, being a hoplite also
indicated that the individual had a certain status in wider Greek society. To that end, the participants were
required to run over a distance of m around 1, ft that covered a single lap of the stadium or two stades. In
earlier Homeric , dark age combat, the words and deeds of supremely powerful heroes turned the tide of battle.
This made the trireme very fast in battle. No doubt many hoplites also carried a dagger encheiridion as an
extra insurance. A full set of armor and weapons could be very heavy and weigh well over 60 pounds. Girls
were expected to be physically fit too. They had to trust their neighbours for mutual protection, so a phalanx
was only as strong as its weakest elements. There could be multiple such instances of attempts to push, but it
seems from the accounts of the ancients that these were perfectly orchestrated and attempted organized en
masse. Held underarm, the thrusts would have been less powerful but under more control, and vice versa. And
both alone and with all to help me. The hoplon shield was put together in three layers: the center layer was
made of thick wood, the outside layer facing the enemy was made of bronze, and leather made up the inside of
the shield. Matured hoplites did not carry long range weapons including javelins. Listen to a recorded reading
of this page: Your browser does not support the audio element. The rear ranks held their spears underarm, and
raised their shields upwards at increasing angles. Interestingly, the famed Spartan crimson cloaks were also
adopted primarily because of their visual predominance. Now while the distance in itself was substantial, it
also should also be taken into account that the participants had to run in their partial Greek hoplite panoply,
including the weighty helmets and greaves. In other words, a hoplite charge was often not successful because
the citizen-soldiers tended to break their ranks and disperse even before starting a bold maneuver. On
engaging the enemy the hoplites first thrust their spears, usually over-arm. The ranks behind them would
support them with their own spears and the mass of their shields gently pushing them, not to force them into
the enemy formation but to keep them steady and in place. I call to witness the Gods Agraulus, Hestia, Enyo,
Enyalius, Ares, Athena the Warrior, Zeus, Thallo, Auxo, Hegemone, Heracles, and the boundaries of my
native land, the wheat, the barley, the vines, and the trees of the olive and the fig. The design of the helmets
used varied through time. The vastly outnumbered Greeks held off the Persians for seven days. By forming a
human wall to provide a powerful defensive armour, the hoplites became much more effective while taking
fewer casualties. But it was not exactly the best solution for projectiles that had greater kinetic energy, like
javelins and arrows. Note the gold inserts around the chest area of the iron breastplate at the centre of the
exhibit. But at times, the sprinting track was expanded, like at Nemea the distance was increased to m, while
at Plataea the distance was kept at a whopping 15 stades. The most famous are the peltasts, light-armed troops
who wore no armour and were armed with a light shield, javelins and a short sword. The battlefield would be
flat and open to facilitate phalanx warfare. Such measures over time gave rise to the Greek hoplites, a class of
warriors who were not really separate from the citizens themselves. The sword was also of iron with a straight
or sometimes curved blade machaira or kopis no more than 60 cm in length. The hoplites' most prominent
citizens and generals led from the front. In fact, by historical accounts, even men with physical infirmities
were liable to serve in the Spartan army, with the greatest example pertaining to Agesilaos or Agesilaus II , the
limping warrior-king of Sparta who oversaw numerous forays into Asia Minor while also playing a successful
part in the Corinthian War. Hoplite, 5th century Hoplites shown in two attack positions, with both an overhand
and underhand thrust The fragmented political structure of Ancient Greece, with many competing city-states,
increased the frequency of conflict, but at the same time limited the scale of warfare.


