
THE CONTEMPORARY ERA

Contemporary history, in English-language historiography, is a subset of modern history which describes the historical
period from approximately to the.

Bruneau himself studied the archaeology of French Catholicism from plaster statues to reproductions of the
cave of Lourdes. Recognition was a central element in classical theories of knowledge: through the concept of
anamnesis in Plato and anagnorisis in Aristotle. Twitter , Facebook , and YouTube are all major examples of
social websites that gained widespread popularity. More than three decades ago, they proposed some ideas that
are becoming common currency today. These diverse genealogies are behind different practices and
approaches within the field of contemporary archaeology. There is a third development that should be
mentioned, even if its relevance in the development of contemporary archaeology is more readily recognised:
forensic archaeology e. Although the focus has been and still is predominately on the nineteenth century, there
are a number of projects that have shown concern with the most recent urban past, particularly in the United
States, although this have been sometimes carried out in the context of academic research Mullins ; Praetzellis
; Mullins and Jones ; McAtackney and Ryzewski  In the considerations just made there is a first element of
answer to the other question concerning the dating of the altermodern. Marginalised communities have
received a lot of attention in contemporary archaeology and they include ethnic minorities Andersson ;
Arnberg ; political dissidents Papoli et al. It is a culture-specific category that requires flexibility on the part of
the archaeologist. The time of tragedy and hope. Indeed, Marx was a great admirer of capitalism: he was not
against technological progress per se or its capability to transform the world Berman , but against the social
inequalities underscoring capitalist development. We keep both terms, because they refer to different if
intertwined phenomena. I suggest that the archaeological record of the contemporary era â€”ruins, waste,
abandoned places, devastated landscapesâ€”offers a unique perspective that archaeologists should explore to
characterise our times. We do want to learn, but what triggers the desire for knowledge is not discovering the
unknown, but rather the opposite: remember what we already know. Thus, some phenomena that are evidence
of a new assemblage in the archaeological record clearly predate the generalisation of new anthropogenic
materials: mass graves, dismembered bodies and unexploded ordnance are archaeological signatures of the
present age that proliferate before  This is the goal of this book and of the next section in particular. It has led
to the development and evolution of web-based communities, hosted services , and web applications. In
continental Europe, instead, it has been mostly the past encountered through digging, in the context of urban
interventions or in assessing the impact of large infrastructures in the countryside, that has elicited more
reflection. It is not spiders or protozoa that are responsible for climate change.


