
TECHNIQUES OF COMEDY

The book â€œThe Psychology of Humor: An Integrative Approachâ€•[1] says the mental phenomena associated with
humor is â€œbisociationâ€•. To quote.

Additionally, comics may create a laugh from quick juxtaposition between fast and slow timing such as in the
case of George Carlin's delivery in his routine " Seven Words You Can't Say On Television. More and more
public speaking experts are being forced to attempt to explain humor to their audiences as our society moves
from information to infotainment, and it becomes a proven ingredient in great talks. Watch it and take note of
how many techniques he is using from the world of comedy that you now should be able to identify and
maybe even replicate. Repetition[ edit ] Repetition is the essential comedic device and is often used in
combination with other devices to reinforce them. Main article: Pun A pun consists of a deliberate confusion
of similar words or phrases for humorous effect, whether humorous or serious. It dawned on me that the
comedy skills I was learning for fun were actually helping me be a more effective CEO! Because comedy and
great workplaces are founded on the same core principle: truth. Get in in there. As soon as he places his foot
on the boat a breeze blows the boat further into the water thus making the officer fall. A pun can rely on the
assumed equivalency of multiple similar words homonymy , of different shades of meaning of one word
polysemy , or of a literal meaning with a metaphor. In another scene a platoon marches out with a few of their
men wearing wedding dresses for no obvious reason. Every person, none of whom ever did stand-up before,
was very funny. How is this possible? Little did I know that, today, I would still be performing on weekends.
For example, in another scene an old soldier falls asleep on the chair while an officer is calling him and
demanding that he gets up. The fact that the high officer was accusing the soldiers of basically being clumsy
supplied him with a more humorous but unexpected contradiction. Often times, comedy writers and
performers insert a dramatic pause or beat to allow the audience to discern the subtext of the comedic situation
or joke. But a loose connection works just fine. All too often they focus on style, not technique. They laughed
not because the content was humorous, but because of the way we delivered it and how Clayton and I fed off
one another. Clayton and I gave constructive criticism after each attendee performed, plus we videotaped
them. It may be used to reflect or affect strong feelings or a strong impression. Once they were ready, we
asked for volunteers. By the end of that session, the attendees, who were mostly serious-minded engineers,
researchers and scientists, were laughing and talking with one another, and learning new things about one
another. Other companies have been hearing about our method and have asked us to conduct comedy sessions
for them. This exercise also allows them to uncover new things about one another. Main article: Double
entendre A double entendre is a spoken phrase that can be understood in either of two ways. More likely is
that you would like to do a TED talk , a TED style talk or maybe you have already done one and just want to
up the engagement in your next one. I can tell you that first hand from a year plus doing it in researching my
book. This is my own person favourite TED talk. Style is how you carry your self to the performance. Often
causing a flip in expectations. Does he know where the audience will likely laugh? Style is personality and
personality should not be copied. When the comparison is unexpected, it creates irony. And our turnover has
been reduced. At a later date, we reviewed the videotapes individually to provide additional instruction. You
may also like. The video Amy uses here is already socially proven and viral content. Ask yourself does it look
like he has told these stories before. Employees have become more confident at presenting and know how to
tell a story as opposed to reading slides. Not what you say after revealing it.


