
LOUIS XIV OF FRANCE

Louis XIV known as Louis the Great (Louis le Grand) or the Sun King (le Roi Soleil), was King of France from 14 May
until his death in His reign of 

The threat to the royal family prompted Anne to flee Paris with the king and his courtiers. Finance had always
been the weak spot in the French monarchy: methods of collecting taxes were costly and inefficient; direct
taxes passed through the hands of many intermediate officials; and indirect taxes were collected by private
concessionaries, called tax farmers, who made a substantial profit. The marriage between the two first cousins
ensured ratification of the peace treaty that Mazarin had sought to establish with Hapsburg Spain. Queen Anne
played the most important role in defeating the Fronde because she wanted to transfer absolute authority to her
son. At the age of four years and eight months, he was, according to the laws of the kingdom, not only the
master but the owner of the bodies and property of 19 million subjects. While Mazarin might have been
tempted for a short period of time to marry his niece to the King of France, Queen Anne was absolutely
against this; she wanted to marry her son to the daughter of her brother, Philip IV of Spain , for both dynastic
and political reasons. Louis lured them to his court, corrupted them with gambling, exhausted them with
dissipation , and made their destinies dependent on their capacity to please him. Fagon, his doctor, diagnosed
sciatica. He also conveniently declared members of nobility exempt from paying taxes, causing them to
become even more fiscally dependent on the crown. He produced no children, however, and consequently had
no direct heirs. The Fronde thus gradually lost steam and ended in , when Mazarin returned triumphantly from
exile. Louis XIV ascended to the throne at the age of four. He once narrowly escaped drowning in a pond
because no one was watching him. In , the net receipts had risen to 20 million pounds sterling , while
expenditure had fallen to 11 million, leaving a surplus of 9 million pounds. Louis XIV died in , four days shy
of his 77th birthday, from gangrene associated with an infection in his leg. It was not only that life became
insecure and unpleasant â€” a fate meted out to many children in all ages â€” but that Louis had to be taken
into the confidence of his mother and Mazarin and political and military matters of which he could have no
deep understanding". By the s, however, the devoutly Catholic Louis XIV believed his faith should be the sole
religion of his country. Protestants were forced to convert, and over two hundred thousand fled the country.
Upon assuming full responsibility for the kingdom, Louis XIV quickly set about reforming France according
to his own vision. The War of Devolution, as the conflict was named, lasted a year and ended when the French
surrendered and gave the land back to Spain. In , the devoutly Catholic king revoked the Edict of Nantes,
issued by his grandfather Henry IV in , which had granted freedom of worship and other rights to French
Protestants known as Huguenots. Visit Website 1.


