
CATHEDRAL BY RAYMOND CARVER LITERARY ANALYSIS

Cathedral Analysis. Literary Devices in Cathedral The two things you're most likely to hear about Carver's writing style
are that it's very much like Ernest.

He keeps drawing, even as his wife wakes and is curious about what's happening. The narrator has "no
opinion" on this. Robert knows only that they took generations to build, but doesn't really know what they
look like. He says, "The truth is, cathedrals don't mean anything special to me. He is also very quick and
laughs often. Robert's wife dies, and comes to their house to spend a couple of days with the narrator and his
wife. He agrees and they smoke, Robert a bit awkwardly since he seems never to have done so before. It is
obvious that despite his ability to see the Cathedrals, the narrator has difficulty in describing them to Robert
and if anything he appears to be stuck for words in describing the Cathedrals. Before they start, the narrator
offers to lead prayer, which confuses his wife, until he says, "pray the phone won't ring and the food doesn't
get cold. Robert then replies that he would try some with the narrator. One year after leaving Seattle, she
contacted Robert, and they thereafter began to exchange the tapes on which they would tell each other their
deep secrets. They smoke for a while, until the wife tells Robert his bed is fixed upstairs and then she falls
asleep on the couch. He knows he is in his house, but he doesn't feel "like [he] was inside anything. The book
is notorious for being very long, enigmatic, and filled with sailor jargonâ€¦. Another way in which Carver
points out the concept of broken marriage relationships in our society is by portraying characters as being in
an unhappy, depressed marriage relationship. Untreated depression poses a very real threat to a marriage such
as in the situation with the wife. The narrator is very possessive of his wife, despite their poor, unhealthy
relationship and does not like the blind man having anything to so with her. I understand that people of that
erra had a different idea of what an acceptable amount of alcohol was, but this still seams a little extream. This
could represent the wife's secret feelings for the blind man, which she suppresses for her husbands sake.
Likewise, he seems contemptuous of her desire to write poetry.


