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The book An Essay on the Principle of Population was first published anonymously in , but the author was soon
identified as Thomas Robert Malthus.

It is an obvious truth, which has been taken notice of by many writers, that population must always be kept
down to the level of the means of subsistence; but no writer, that the Author recollects, has inquired
particularly into the means by which this level is effected: and it is a view of these means, which forms, to his
mind, the strongest obstacle in the way to any very great future improvement of society. This views the world
as "a mighty process for awakening matter" in which the Supreme Being acting "according to general laws"
created "wants of the body" as "necessary to create exertion" which forms "the reasoning faculty". But the
farmers and capitalists are growing rich from the real cheapness of labour. Consequently in no state that we
have yet known has the power of population been left to exert itself with perfect freedom. Essentially, for the
first time, Malthus examined his own Principle of Population on a region-by-region basis of world population.
Positive Checks or Natural Checks He believed that natural forces would correct the imbalance between food
supply and population growth in the form of natural disasters such as floods and earthquakes and human-made
actions such as wars and famines. It has been said that the great question is now at issue, whether man shall
henceforth start forwards with accelerated velocity towards illimitable, and hitherto unconceived
improvement; or be condemned to a perpetual oscillation between happiness and misery, and after every effort
remain still at an immeasurable distance from the wished-for goal. Chapters 18 and 19 set out a theodicy to
explain the problem of evil in terms of natural theology. He will not even condescend to examine the grounds
from which the perfectibility of society is inferred. They perform their part of the contract: but we do not, nay
cannot, perform ours: and thus the poor sacrifice the valuable blessing of liberty, and receive nothing that can
be called an equivalent in return. In the Marxist tradition, Lenin sharply criticized Malthusian theory and its
neo-Malthusian version, [35] calling it a "reactionary doctrine" and "an attempt on the part of bourgeois
ideologists to exonerate capitalism and to prove the inevitability of privation and misery for the working class
under any social system". One principal reason is, that the histories of mankind that we possess, are histories
only of the higher classes. In the next twenty-five years, it is impossible to suppose that the produce could be
quadrupled. The poor-laws of England tend to depress the general condition of the poor in these two ways.
Among plants and animals its effects are waste of seed, sickness, and premature death. And it appears,
therefore, to be decisive against the possible existence of a society, all the members of which, should live in
ease, happiness, and comparative leisure; and feel no anxiety about providing the means of subsistence for
themselves and families. In this unamicable contest, the cause of truth cannot but suffer. An attempt to effect
this purpose in any other way is vicious, cruel, and tyrannical, and in any state of tolerable freedom cannot
therefore succeed. The demand for an increased quantity of subsistence is, with few exceptions, constant
everywhere, yet we see how slowly it is answered in all those countries that have been long occupied. The
report of a provision for all that come, fills the hall with numerous claimants. It would be contrary to all our
knowledge of the qualities of land. The sons of tradesmen and farmers are exhorted not to marry, and
generally find it necessary to pursue this advice till they are settled in some business, or farm, that may enable
them to support a family. These tremendous effects, so long and so deeply felt throughout the fairest portions
of the earth, may be traced to the simple cause of the superior power of population, to the means of
subsistence. Pitt's Poor Billâ€”Only one proper way of encouraging populationâ€”Causes of the happiness of
nationsâ€”Famine, the last and most dreadful mode by which nature represses a redundant populationâ€”The
three propositions considered as established. He hopes it will appear that, in the discussion of this interesting
subject, he is actuated solely by a love of truth; and not by any prejudices against any particular set of men, or
of opinions. The same observation will hold true with regard to all old states. Harder fare and harder labour he
would submit to for the sake of living with the woman that he loves; but he must feel conscious, if he thinks at
all, that, should he have a large family, and any ill luck whatever, no degree of frugality, no possible exertion
of his manual strength, could preserve him from the heart rending sensation of seeing his children starve, or of
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forfeiting his independence, and being obliged to the parish for their support. Engels called Malthus's
hypothesis "the crudest, most barbarous theory that ever existed, a system of despair which struck down all
those beautiful phrases about love thy neighbour and world citizenship". Without knowledge or capital, either
for business, or farming, and unused, and therefore unable to earn a subsistence by daily labour, their only
refuge seems to be a miserable alehouse, which certainly offers no very enchanting prospect of a happy
evening to their lives. In the Kingdom of Prussia, and Dukedom of Lithuania. The most arbitrary restrictions
were imposed on their trade.


