
THE LIFE AND WORKS OF JOHN GRISHAM

Long before his name became synonymous with the modern legal thriller, he was working hours a week at a small
Southaven, Mississippi, law practice.

After graduating from law school at Ole Miss in , he went on to practice law for nearly a decade in Southaven,
specializing in criminal defense and personal injury litigation. Born on February 8, in Jonesboro, Arkansas, to
a construction worker and a homemaker, John Grisham as a child dreamed of being a professional baseball
player. So I couldn't wait to get to college and have some fun. Did not start writing until he was 29 years old. I
do appreciate his genius. Twenty years later we are still trying to work it out. The day after Grisham
completed A Time to Kill, he began work on another novel, the story of a hotshot young attorney lured to an
apparently perfect law firm that was not what it appeared. That was pretty much my dream at the time. Black
people know better because they have seen so many wrongful convictions and executions. This novel,
however, did not fare as well with reviewers: Time claimed that it "is as close to its predecessor as you can get
without running The Firm through the office copier"; Publishers Weekly complained that the "hairbreadth
escapes â€¦ are too many and too frequent, and the menace wears thin, partly because the characters lack the
humanity of those in Grisham's earlier novels. In , he was elected to the state House of Representatives and
served until  At 16, Grisham took a job with a plumbing contractor but says he "never drew inspiration from
that miserable work". He typically does not participate in production decisions for films based on his books.
The story centers around a trial in which a woman, Celeste Wood, is suing a cigarette company for the death
of her husband, Jacob. I didn't plan any of that. That's the beauty of street law. When Grisham was 12, he
moved with his parents and four siblings to Southaven, Mississippi. Then I wrote The Firm â€¦" The Firm,
Grisham's story of another young lawyer in a jam, was on the New York Times bestseller lists for 44 weeks,
sold more than 7m copies and was made into a feature film starring Tom Cruise. You might sneak around
trying to get cases quietly, but you didn't want people to know that. He has also endeavored to address past
criticism that his novels contain shallow characters by slowing down the narrative pace in his most recent
books and adding more depth and dimension to the personalities he creates. In The Rainmaker, a poor young
lawyer fights a corrupt insurance company. He later enrolled in the University of Mississippi School of Law to
become a tax lawyer, but his interest shifted to general civil litigation. But I'm also well aware that you can't
preach too much while working in popular culture.


