
HOW DOES DRAMATIC IRONY EFFECT AN AUDIENCE

Dramatic irony occurs when the audience knows something that is going on in a situation the words and actions of the
characters take on a different meaning.

Unlike Oedipus, Helmer's conception of his own identity commits him to a double standard. Marion was
clueless that she was about to be murdered which increase tension for the audience. We know that Harvey is
describing Bruce's alter ego. Dramatic irony, whether on stage or in a poem or story, can perfectly be quite
unassuming or subtle. We cover a lot of these lessons in our Free Pixar E-book. It causes Simba to doubt his
place among the pride. Dramatic Irony Definition: "A literary or film technique, originally used in Greek
tragedy, by which the significance of a character's words or actions is clear to the audience or reader although
unknown to the character. It is thus the result of a special sort of discrepancy in perspective, and hence is
"moment-bound. But some of the most famous and powerful uses of dramatic irony are associated with
tragedy, where it serves to emphasize how limited human understanding can be even when it is most plausible,
and how painful can be the costs of the misunderstandings, in some sense inevitable, that result. We can see
from afar that Snow White is doomed, but no matter how hard we yell at the screen she's going to take a bite.
By revealing that he is resolved to comply, he indicates he has no objection, in his own case, to involve
himself in covering up any number of improper acts on his part demanded by the blackmailer. Having them
connect with everything on the page and inside the story. The irony creates a big contrast between the
immediate situation of the character and the episodes that will follow, and therefore, generating curiosity. This
can create intense suspense or humor. Dramatic irony occurs when the audience knows something that is
going on in a situation but the characters are unaware of what is going on. That is, he intends to deceive the
hearer. I like to think of it in terms of Pixar's masterpiece, Monster's Inc. Usually, the irony lies in the
back-stories and scenes that the character is not involved in; in the misunderstandings amongst characters; and
in the brazen deceptions that the readers and audiences are aware of but the characters do not know. He is
simply deceiving others so that he can plan his revenge. Even though Harvey thinks he's delivering a sick
burn. What they do with these ironic situations is to imbue them with empathy and wonderment to keep
audiences connected. We'll cover them and their examples later, but let's look at the dictionary definition first.
Intentional Use of Dramatic Irony Dramatic irony exists when the audience knows information that the main
characters do not. These juxtapositions between character knowledge and audience awareness make up the
foundation for irony. By allowing the reader and audience to know more things ahead of the characters, the
irony puts the reader and audience superiorly above the characters and encourages them to hope, to fear, and
anticipate the moment when the character would find out the truth behind the situations and events of the
story. In the meantime, read the definition of tragic irony. We know the killer is next to her, so everything she
does makes us cringe in anticipation. Difference Between Dramatic Irony, Situational Irony, and Verbal Irony
Though there are many different definitions of irony, the three main types of irony are dramatic, situational,
and verbal. It frequently puts the literal and figurative against each other for ironic effect. In The Birds,
Melanie is seen walking up to the attic that has been closed off. Thus, Oedipus has actually cursed himself. He
only begins to become aware of this fact in adulthood, and thus there is dramatic irony both within the movie
as other characters are aware of something Truman is not, and also for the film-going audience. In each form
of irony there is a difference between what seems to be true and what is actually true. In conscious hypocrisy,
benign or malign, the speaker is aware that the situation is at odds with what he gives himself out to mean.
Irony is frequently a way to highlight specific events on TV. Since the audience is aware of something that the
characters are not, tension builds, creating suspense, and even comedy, throughout a film, book, or play. There
are in fact several respects in which he shows himself to be an unconscious hypocrite. The biggest example of
dramatic irony is in this short speech from Oedipus, in which he curses the murderer of his father. In comedy,
for example, the change in circumstances dramatic irony portends can be for the better. Here are just a few
examples: The Truman Show: A man named Truman has been filmed for his entire life, as a kind of
proto-reality television series. Some examples include: A woman thinks her boyfriend is acting strangely
because he's about to propose, but the audience knows that he is planning to run away with another woman,
intensifying emotions.


