
AN ANALYSIS OF RACIALLY BASED PRETEXTUAL TRAFFIC STOPS

While traffic stop interactions with the police may be shrugged off as brief But the state never actually released a
comprehensive analysis of this information. So they stopped the person based on some kind of pretext, they.

So if you're a person like me, a white middle-class male, there's no reason the officer is going to develop a
suspicion. Then they're going to give you a ticket and let you go on your way. And that's typically what
happens to white drivers. We looked systematically across all the municipalities of North Carolina and we
found that the biggest predictor of low disparity is having black representation on the city council.
Baumgartner and his colleagues propose that traffic police should focus on traffic safety as opposed to
stopping drivers based on vehicle code or equipment failure. If [a traffic stop] is a pretext and it's the third
time it has happened to you since you turned 16 years old and you got your driver's license, and you're only
17, you know that the officer is simply suspicious of you almost no matter what you're doing. Read the full
article here. What, then, is the public safety benefit of the millions of traffic stops that occur throughout the
country? Print While traffic stop interactions with the police may be shrugged off as brief inconveniences for
whites, for black Americans, they can lead to humiliation , violence , and even death. That seems like a good
outcome, but the question in these cases is why did he or she get pulled over in the first place? Keep up with
the CityLab Daily newsletter. White, middle-class drivers are more likely to get a ticket. We also looked at a
city-by-city comparison of the proportion of whites, blacks, and Hispanics who live in that town to the
proportion that they represent in the traffic stop data. But we found the odds were significantly higher for
blacks, than for white and even Hispanic drivers, compared to their respective population shares. Again, we do
this with caution, but still it shows that, on average, black drivers are much more disproportionately
representedâ€”about 60 or 70 percent more likely to be in that traffic stops data than in the population of that
city. Whereas when you look at a more typical community in North Carolina, that's got very low levels of
black political power, those are the towns where you see the highest rates of disparity. What did you find
about the rate at which contraband was detected at these stops? We want to simply point out that if you're like
Frank Baumgartner and you get stopped once every 30 years and it doesn't result in a search, that is that's
probably fineâ€”that calculation makes good sense. They took on this unfulfilled mission, analyzing data
going all the way back to when the data-collection mandate expanded to include almost all police stops in the
state. One is a violation of the traffic law and the other, a desire by the officer to investigate a person because
they they think that they might be a suspect. And the Supreme Court has ruled consistently that that is OK,
because it's just, after all, a momentary inconvenience. We controlled for why you get pulled over, what time
of day it was, what day of the week was that, what police agency was it, what month of the yearâ€”all of those
things. One is from year to year. So that means that we're all subject to different forms of policing based on
where we live. There is the same profile that we see among men in general, but minority men, in
particularâ€”of being involved in crime.


