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Clara Schumann was a German musician and composer and is regarded as one of the most distinguished pianists and
composers of the Romantic era.

In , the French critic Henri Blancard declared that she was "the musical lion of the moment". She was invited
to play in a London Philharmonic Society [24] concert by conductor William Sterndale Bennett , a good friend
of Robert's. But Maria Theresia von Paradis was also a composer. Hamburg: Hoffman und Campe. She never
minced words -- I can only imagine what she would have done with a Twitter account. Yet such close
monitoring also taught Clara practical tips that would prove useful in her adult life about managing concerts
and touring, for example. She gave some advice about the Adagio and he took it. Clara continued to perform
throughout her life, championing many works by her husband and Brahms, but her skills as a composer were
never fully realised. Focus on women composers: Schumannfest Pauline Viardot-Garcia "The most brilliant
woman I have ever encountered" was how Clara Schumann described her. In the 19th century, it was the duty
of the wife to care for the family. The judge's decision was to allow the marriage, which notably took place on
September 12, , the day before Clara's 21st birthday, when she would have attained what would come to be
known as majority status. Further reading:. The breadwinner She earned most of the money in the Schumann
household which was extremely unusual for the time. Focus on women composers: Schumannfest Clara
Schumann Her father Friedrich Wieck trained her to become a superstar among pianists. Reading some of
these comments tipped my admiration of Clara Schumann into full-blown, overwhelming love. Ithaca and
London: Cornell UP. Following the death of her mother at the age of 5, the young Clara pursued with even
greater passion her musical education, following her father's demanding routine. In turn, these composers soon
admired the young musician. As a mother with a demanding performing career, Clara Schumann
conscientiously tried to provide her children with an adequate education, even though it often meant sending
them away from home from an early age, to relatives or boarding school â€” a common practice among
middle class families in the 19th century. She gave her first solo concert at the Leipzig Gewandhaus. Here's
everything you need to know about her life and work â€” with a look ahead to London celebrations of her
bicentenary this year. Hildesheim: Georg Olms Verlag. Performance repertoire[ edit ] During her lifetime,
Clara Schumann was an internationally renowned concert pianist. Piatti, too, is always tremendously liked. An
early end to composing Picture: Getty Images Clara stopped composing at the young age of  With serious
research into her life and work only having begun in recent years, much remains to be discovered about this
fascinating figure in music history. She was in fact the first person to ever publicly perform any of his work
Brahms specifically the Andante and Scherzo from the Sonata in F minor, in Leipzig, 23 October  A woman
must not wish to composeâ€”there never was one able to do it. Over the years, this close friendship gradually
blossomed into an amorous relationship. After mounting dissatisfaction with his performance, the city
administrators informed Clara in November that he would be allowed to conduct only his own works; all other
conducting responsibilities would be carried out by the assistant conductor. He played some of his own piano
solo compositions. However, Robert required peace and quiet for his art, and would lock himself in the only
room with a piano for hours on end, leaving his wife to deal with everyday duties, and care for the children.
See "Family Life" section for specific detail. Now my request is that you should do the same, so that we may
see and meet each other in spirit. The last work she played was Brahms's Variations on a Theme by Haydn , in
the piano-duet version. Throughout her life, Clara Schumann performed in towns throughout Europe and
organised tours to perform the works of her late husband. A stifling marriage Liberated from her father's clasp,
Clara Schumann now found herself married to a man whom she loved and admired deeply. Robert and Clara
had to go to court and sue Friedrich. Along with his friend, the violinist Joseph Joachim, Brahms would be
among the most important contacts and supports of the Schumann famiily in the difficult months and years
ahead. Simply because at the time Robert Schumann was still completely unknown! While taking lessons, he
rented a room in the Wieck household, staying about a year. Clara was accompanied by her oldest daughter
Marie, who wrote from Manchester to her friend Rosalie Leser that in Edinburgh Clara "was received with
tempestuous applause and had to give an encore, so had Joachim. Shortly after their marriage, Clara
Schumann began already having doubts: "I once believed that I had creative talent, but I have given up this
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idea.


