
HOW DO YOU WRITE AN OPINION ARTICLE

Forget everything you were taught about writing essays and scientific papers, here are a few tips on how to write an
opinion piece (or op-ed.

Daily newspapers in many cities are struggling to survive. How to submit an article. Sometimes the group you
are really addressing will be smaller, and in that case, extend the importance of your piece to the larger group:
why should we all care? In comment sections, just work with the science and if a conversation appears to be
getting out of control, stop responding. An op-ed contributor is a specialist who seeks only to inform them. An
argument is much better than a discussion. It can be a strong fact, statement or even the beginning of an
anecdote that has audience connection. Limit the article to words. Avoid being mild-mannered, tactful or
diplomatic, as well as offering both sides of the story. Embrace your personal voice. The squeaky writer gets
the clipâ€”and the check! Holidaysare reliable hooks because they happen every year, so you can plan ahead
or try again next year. But remember, shorter is always better. Remember, you usually only have words to
work with, so this will help you keep it tight and sharp. Secondly, there is quite a bit of research that shows
comments can colour reader perceptions of an article. Interviews are a bonus that drives your message even
further. Look for great examples that breathe life into your arguments. Keep paragraphs self-contained, short
but variable In general, paragraphs should be no more than three sentences. If this all sounds like too much to
remember or you need help structuring an op-ed, chat to Alvin, or whoever your media communications
person may be, and they can help you put a cracker op-ed together. Tell readers why they should care. If you
want to give the reader an outside the box perspective on how to solve a problem from hell by reimagining the
policy toolbox to include stakeholder voices â€” well, stop right there. You have a better shot at regional
newspapers and, especially, at papers serving your own community. In fact, one trick many columnists use is
to conclude with a phrase or thought that appeared in the opening, thereby closing the circle. Refer to real
world events or personal experiences that you and your audience have likely encountered. Only use technical
details when they are essential to your argument. Put your main point on top. Relax and have fun. Thirdly, you
can add to your op-ed. Opinionated editorial essays are often the most fun, fast and furious pieces to get into
printâ€”especially for nonfamous writers with strong opinions and day jobs in other fields. But if you want to
deliver a really punchy point, remember The subject of your article should be relevant, thoughtful, and true to
you. Write double-spaced words or less fewer is always better for newspapers, but your piece can go longer
for your blog. You can find a nice explanation of the difference between passive and active voice here. In
other words, come down from Mt. If you write the first few comments, the tone of the engagement
immediately changes to one of a conversation rather than an argument. Be humorous, provided that your topic
lends itself to humor. Appeal to the average reader. Always be sure to include your contact information, and
say whether you have a photo of yourself available. Single sentence paragraphs are deadly. Use specific
references and comprehensible data. Know your Audience Always keep your readers in mind, when choosing
a topic and crafting a piece.


