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It is, of course, a problem when it seems as if the college is condoning their use. Two summers ago, I led a trip
to Hawaii for a crew of twenty people. And in deference to those fundamentals, I should remind readers that I
work at Reed and that my views are correspondingly colored-- see comments. The problem with achieving
better advertising, however, comes down to the way Paideia is planned. One involved the smoking of
unregulated depressants, and the other was on how to trip on hallucinogens. Staying composed under pressure
is what I do best, and if composure under stress is the only skill that I teach during my week-long course, I
would be content. Classes can be on any topic you can imagine. Indeed, last summer I was thrown into a
situation that quickly escalated to life and death. Get your price writers online I am a wilderness survivalist.
Some support the decision wholeheartedly. Check back in the fall to apply for Paideia ! Hundreds of
workshops are led by students, alumni, staff, and professors, and are open to the entire Reed community.
Sometimes, however, there are times when such plans fail. Every learning experience stems from stepping out
of your comfort zone, and the best way to thrive is to be prepared, then take a deep breath and jump in. In
September , Reed College made one of the essay questions on the Common App about what a prospective
student would want to teach at Paideia. As I write this, the college is planning to set up a task force to look at
these questions and establish a framework for tackling these issues next year. There are so many moving parts.
As you know, I have already seen several of our students go to the hospital because of dangerous misuse of
both alcohol and drugs. Is it really censorship when a college decides not to sponsor a class? Beyond physical
skills, a lot of itinerary planning has to be completed. For the ancient Greeks, this included philosophy, poetry,
mathematics, physics, rhetoric, gymnastics, music, and medicine. What would you teach that would contribute
to the Reed community? Some support the decision but not the process. Without attempting to rehearse all the
arguments, it seems to me that the fundamental concern among critics seems to be, once you begin to fiddle
with Paideia, where do you draw the line? In New Mexico, the weather is unpredictable; it can switch from a
light mist to a heavy downpour very fast. Someone has to consider the real-world consequences of, say, a
room full of students smoking damiana in case one of them suffers an abreaction. I don't think it's fair to shrug
our shoulders at the wellbeing of our students in the name of intellectual purity. Your time is important.
Students want to teach classes, but the application deadline is December 9. Some of this can be contributed to
the repeat classes. Do you obsessively read the news? Normally, I would wish to have a larger community
dialogue, with full community participation, before taking any such steps.


