
AN ANALYSIS OF THE THEME IN ANTIGONE BY SOPHOCLES

While free choices, such as Antigoneâ€™s decision to defy Creonâ€™s edict, are significant, fate is responsibl Despite
the important role of fate in the lives of the characters, Creon, Antigone, Ismene, and Polyneices are all The clearest
example of power is King Creon of Thebes.

Creon then sets guards around the body. Issues of blindness and sight aren't quite as obvious in Antigone, but
the same basic tension is there. Because of the same pride, he has to lose all his family members. In early
Greek literature, Fate was all-powerful, even more powerful than the gods, for even Zeus did not know when
his reign would end. However, this view of her undercuts the most basic facet of her personality, the one
which is absent in Antigone â€” a will to live. But he trespasses the law and denies the burial to Polynices and
orders to kill Antigone. In the play, Creon has a strict definition of citizenship that calls for the state to come
first: "â€¦whoever placesâ€¦ read full theme analysis Get the entire Antigone LitChart as a printable PDF. Her
timid nature and feminine quality dominate her and she steps back. If he gives in to her, he is doubly shamed.
Literary Terms Themes in Sophocles' Antigone Antigone by Sophocles deals with the varieties of themes,
giving the drama a possibility of diverse interpretations. Antigone forbids it - she cannot bear to have her sister
tag along when Ismene all along is in the camp of the patriarchs, despite her eleventh-hour shift. Loyalty can
be interpreted in different ways by different people; one way to look at it is allegiance which is the feeling of
devoted attachment and affection. Fate still is powerful in this view, but more so where humans are arrogant
and blind. Antigone is more of a threat than a man would be, for she has the status of a slave in Thebes, and he
calls her a slave lines  When Antigone proposes a plan to bury her brother Polynices against the decree of the
dictator, Creon, Ismene cannot take a strong position. Gender: the Position of Women The position of women
from the ancient time is always thought to be the lowest. Because of this reason, the two sisters now become
rivals in terms of beliefs and supports to the laws. Independent prophets called "seers" saw visions of things to
come. The Greek ideal of sophrosyne, or wisdom, stemmed from self-knowledge. The Threat of Tyranny
Athenians, and particularly Thebans, were sensitive to the idea of tyranny and the fine line between a strong
leader and a brutal tyrant. It will realize itself in spite of its players and all their attempts at intervention. An
early choral ode praises the wonders of human accomplishment: men have conquered the sea; they are lords of
the beasts and the land; they create civilizations of beauty with their hands, speech, and thought lines  Such
self-knowledge was supposed to be a lifelong pursuit and would lead to wisdom, balance, harmony,
moderation, control, and good judgment. She is right in that everyone except Creon agrees with her. Athens,
where Sophocles lived and where Antigone was first performed. The main theme for Antigone is that people
sometimes have to learn the hard way from their mistakes. Oracles were an accepted part of Greek
lifeâ€”famous leadersâ€¦. A tragedy is defined as a dramatic or literary work in which the principal character
engages in a morally significant struggle ending in ruin or profound disappointment. They point out here that
the two laws are in conflictâ€”civil and religious. Tragedy is "restful" and "flawless," free of melodramatic
stock characters, dialogues, and plot complications. As a result, he must suffer the loss of his family. Teiresias
responds by accusing Creon of loving brass, meaning that he has valued apparent beauty while neglecting
those things of true worth. He is reminded by the blind seer that the gods are with Antigone, but still he does
not feel fear of the gods because of his pride that whatever he is doing is right. In such confined society and
time, Antigone takes a strong stand for a good cause challenging the then social values and rules. He then tries
to prove his tough impartiality by denying burial rites to his own nephew, Polyneices, who was a traitor to
Thebes. In other words, when Creon creates a law because he believes it is divine will, that is the ultimate
display of punishable pride, for no man can ever create a law that is equal to or above divine right. Antigone,
on the other hand, believes that there are unjust laws, and that she has a moral duty to disobey a law that
contradicts what she thinksâ€¦ Fate vs.


