
WRITING A GOOD RESEARCH LITERATURE REVIEW

But how is a literature review different from an academic research paper? the number of sources you need to read in
order to get a good survey of the material.

A thematic review would have subtopics based upon factors that relate to the theme or issue. Evaluating
sources In assessing each source, consideration should be given to: What is the author's expertise in this
particular field of study credentials? Narrative reviews These are theoretical discussions of relevant
information on a particular topic and its critical analysis. To be useful, literature reviews must be written in a
professional way with a clear structure. The theoretical literature review helps to establish what theories
already exist, the relationships between them, to what degree the existing theories have been investigated, and
to develop new hypotheses to be tested. Often this form is used to help establish a lack of appropriate theories
or reveal that current theories are inadequate for explaining new or emerging research problems. Data
evaluation -- determining which literature makes a significant contribution to the understanding of the topic.
Some questions to ask: How are they organizing their ideas? This approach should only be followed if a clear
path of research building on previous research can be identified and that these trends follow a clear
chronological order of development. An effective literature review is important for the complete life cycle of a
research from defining the right research goals to correctly interpreting and presenting the research results. If
the same thing is being said, just by different people, then this likely demonstrates that the research problem
has hit a conceptual dead end. In other words, a complete understanding the research problem requires you to
deliberately examine how knowledge and perspectives have changed over time. Conclusion In the conclusion,
you should summarize the key findings you have taken from the literature and emphasize their significance.
What are the strengths and weaknesses of the research? University College Writing Centre. Thus, the review
loses its chronological focus. What you include in each depends on the objective of your literature review. The
scope of your review will depend on your topic and discipline: in the sciences you usually only review recent
literature, but in the humanities you might take a long historical perspective for example, to trace how a
concept has changed in meaning over time. New York: Oxford University Press,  For more information, please
see our handout on plagiarism. Steps in the literature review process Preparation of a literature review may be
divided into four steps: Define your subject and the scope of the review. Thematic: Thematic reviews of
literature are organized around a topic or issue, rather than the progression of time. But how is a literature
review different from an academic research paper? Remember that researchers usually deal with really
specific fields of study. There are so many issues in contemporary science that you could spend a lifetime of
attending conferences and reading the literature just pondering what to review. The unit of analysis can focus
on a theoretical concept or a whole theory or framework. Debates, conflicts and contradictions: where do
sources disagree? New York: Longman,  They basically fall into 2 broad categories: narrative reviews and
systematic reviews. Therefore, considering your experience as a researcher can help you understand how to
write a scientific literature review. Define goals and a structure Think about your target and narrow down your
topic. Are the author's arguments supported by empirical evidence e. In a research paper, you use the literature
as a foundation and as support for a new insight that you contribute. Cook, Kathleen E.


