
SMART HOUSES IN THE 21ST CENTURY

In February , Orange, the UK mobile network operator, announced the ' Orange at Home' project, a smart house
incorporating the latest technology wizardry.

And everywhere there is fine workmanship to admire. But suppose similar technology were being used to
monitor elderly or disabled people so they could continue to live safely, with independence and dignity, in
their own homes? Or putting your games console away in the cupboard and getting into the habit of taking
walks in the country instead? If the object has built-in sensors, we can collect much more useful information.
Toilets have privacy policies. What we learnt when families were put in the Orange at Home environment is
that technologies that succeed in work environments sometimes fail in home settings. But given what we have
said, it would seem unlikely that there will appear a single network solution to this need, and much more
probable that the householder will be confronted with hybrid and mixed networks in the future. The
userâ€”formerly known as the homeownerâ€”no longer makes choices, because his alleged needs are
anticipated ahead of time. Maybe you're still not convincedâ€”and maybe you're right. Blind people can
finally buy ordinary household appliances and use one simple computer controller, programmed to suit their
personal needs, to manage them all. As the population ages, governments and medical charities are looking at
home automation with increasing interest: why not use computers, robots, and other technologies to provide
the support that vulnerable people need to keep them happy, healthy, and independent? Good points and bad
points It's easy enough to see benefits from a world in which we connect, monitor, and analyze things much
more intelligently. The Tuxedo Touch from Honeywell Security is an excellent means of automating your
home, enhancing the lifestyle you enjoy there and improving the value of your home. And it is also the next
chapter in the epic struggle of property relations. Apart from appliances that receive signals, you can also plug
in sensors such as motion detectors, thermostats , and so on, so the system will respond automatically to
changes in daylight, temperature, intruders, or whatever else you consider important. Schwab Mr. But they're
suspended so they expand and contract with the weather. Above: Hive's app lets you control your heating
using your phone, wherever in the world you find yourself. It's also relatively easy with products we buy from
stores. Five basic things are needed to make the Internet of Things work. A basic X system can turn the lights
and the TV on and off at unpredictable times, but if you really want to push the boat out on security, a
wireless, Net-connected system is much better. IP is based on the idea that everything has a unique address an
IP address and exchanges data in little bits called packets. Although often hyped as a means of doing things
more efficiently and saving time and money, there's no guarantee at all that an Internet of Things will deliver
cost, energy, or efficiency savings. Back in , brilliant Swiss-born architect Le Corbusier â€” described a house
as "a machine for living in" â€”and slowly, during the 20th century, that metaphor turned into reality.


