
COMMUNITY CASE STUDY

While a community case study can take many forms (4, 5), we are defining it as a description of, and reflection upon, a
program or practice.

The community case study that documents early experiences can contribute to programmatic development as
well as to the future development of evidence-based practice. While a community case study can take many
forms 4 , 5 , we are defining it as a description of, and reflection upon, a program or practice geared toward
improving the health and functioning of a targeted population. This article has been cited by other articles in
PMC. Reflections about public health impact as well as what works and what does not work should be
highlighted. Lessons on Community Engagement 1 Make community data personal. If yes, why? Typically, a
community case study documents a local experience about delivering services to meet an identified need.
Evaluation criteria for this article type are outlined below: We recommend that community case study article
submissions address the following issues if relevant. Additionally, submissions will require a discussion
section that shares practical implications, lessons learned for future applications, and acknowledgment of any
conceptual or methodological constraints. The Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque , for example,
recognized that the city-backed Sustainable Dubuque Initiative had support from policymakers, businesses and
civic leaders, but that residents needed more information about eco-friendly habits to undertake them.
Although, initially untested, such programs can provide important lessons for researchers and practitioners,
alike. The Incourage Community Foundation was able to create strong relationships with the MIT Center for
Civic Media and IT specialists at local schools and universities, that helped guide its media and technology
funding. Projects achieved their broader community goals by providing ways for people to discuss and debate
issues. The Importance of Case Studies in Public Health Education and Promotion Health programs and
practices are often conceived and delivered by community-based practitioners to address specific community
health education and promotion needs 1. Case in point: NJ Spotlight coupled its reporting on the controversial
topic of teacher tenure reform with moderated roundtables that gave legislators, schools, teacher unions and
parents the chance to discuss what good teacher evaluations looked like. What are the broader implications of
this work? The use, distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original author s or
licensor are credited and that the original publication in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted
academic practice. Articles require a description of the nature of the problem being addressed and rationale for
the proposed intervention, the context setting and population in which the intervention is being implemented,
and sufficient detail to allow replication of key programmatic elements. Identifying the needs of a
well-defined audience helped local news projects find a niche. Community-based studies often rely on
community engagement principles, which are not typically incorporated in the more traditional science-based
approach to evidence-based program development e. Who is the target population or participants? What are
the promising results to date? Could this community case study be replicated? Given the growing emphasis on
community-based participatory research CBPR approaches 2 , it is especially important for researchers to
build upon findings from CBPR studies, which can contribute to the development of evidence-based programs
and practices for widespread dissemination 3. Local information projects built credibility and broader
community involvement by creating partnerships with top-tier media organization.


