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Hippocratic Oath I swear by Apollo the physician, and Asclepius, and Hygieia and Panacea and all the gods
and goddesses as my witnesses, that, according to my ability and judgement, I will keep this Oath and this
contract: To hold him who taught me this art equally dear to me as my parents, to be a partner in life Below,
see classical and modern versions of the oath. Indeed, a growing number of physicians have come to feel that
the Hippocratic Oath is inadequate to address the realities of a medical world that has witnessed huge
scientific, economic, political, and social changes, a world of legalized abortion, physician-assisted suicide,
and pestilences unheard of in Hippocrates' time. Many physicians likewise have organized against efforts to
address the lack of affordable health care, opposing reforms proposed by Presidents Roosevelt, Truman, and
Eisenhower, fighting the passage of Medicare in , and later failing to support or influence reform efforts
proposed by the Clinton administration. Stated simply, lack of health care for a substantial portion of patients
can contribute to social injustice and medical harm. Now if I carry out this oath, and break it not, may I gain
for ever reputation among all men for my life and for my art; but if I break it and forswear myself, may the
opposite befall me. This is contrary to The Hippocratic Oath that says warmth and sympathy are far greater
than any tools. High costs of health care and high drug prices prevent patients from affording and benefitting
from them, thus causing harm. Doctors who violate these codes may be subjected to disciplinary proceedings,
including the loss of their license to practice medicine. I will remember that there is art to medicine as well as
science, and that warmth, sympathy, and understanding may outweigh the surgeon's knife or the chemist's
drug. Hence, one can find many art works on medicine or science, medical books written as poetry, scientific
inventions that helped an artist and the practitioner. All nineteen osteopathic schools used the Osteopathic
Oath. And whatsoever I shall see or hear in the course of my profession, as well as outside my profession in
my intercourse with men, if it be what should not be published abroad, I will never divulge, holding such
things to be holy secrets. Progress in aspects such as organ transplantation, stem cell technology, and genetic
engineering has welcomed a new set of ethical dilemmas. Receive emails about upcoming NOVA programs
and related content, as well as featured reporting about current events through a science lens. Hence, taking
life when it matters or preserving it is the greatest responsibility given to a doctor. American College of
Physicians: The role of the physician and the medical profession in the prevention of international torture and
in the treatment of its survivors. If I do not violate this oath, may I enjoy life and art, respected while I live and
remembered with affection thereafter. The doctor is expected to conceal those facts and do not disclose them
elsewhere. However, this comes as bragging rather than trying to fill others with necessary information. Apart
from a few doctors who are maligned, most of them follow this aspect of The Hippocratic Oath to the heart.
So, it becomes the duty of the doctor to share the knowledge to anyone showing interest so that they could
contribute to the well-being of others. Many patients cannot afford high drug prices and out-of-pocket
expenses. But it may also be within my power to take a life; this awesome responsibility must be faced with
great humbleness and awareness of my own frailty. I will protect the environment which sustains us, in the
knowledge that the continuing health of ourselves and our societies is dependent on a healthy planet.


