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Correction: April 25, An earlier version of this column misstated the legal change that restored the right to
vote for former felons in Alabama. April 11, Image A representative of the Colorado Criminal Justice Reform
Coalition speaking to female inmates in Denver about their voting rights before the midterms. Do they have a
right to not be slaves, as established by the Thirteenth Amendment? America likes to claim to be honorable
and above the frayâ€”a shining city on a hill, if you willâ€”but our prison system reveals our true punitive
instincts. A majority of people believing that prisoners should only regain their most basic right after leaving
prison reveals that exacting punishment is a bigger motivation than rehabilitation when it comes to the very
concept of prison in America. A lawbreaker has broken the trust, and hence should be excluded from the
governance. Therefore, he or she should not be given the rights which a law-abiding citizen enjoys. Mandatory
disenfranchisement is unusual, and permanent disenfranchisement is even rarer. United Nations and the
Universal Right to Vote Article 21 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights UDHR provides that everyone
has the right to take part in the government of their country, directly or through freely chosen representatives.
The ruling did not exclude the possibility of disenfranchisement as a consequence of deliberation in individual
cases such as that of Mohammed Bouyeri [ citation needed ]. The Act does not apply to elections to the
European Parliament. There is precedent for this idea. An empirical research study looking at voting patterns
emerging from three elections in Ireland in the years , and found that prisoners do not vote differently from the
rest of the population and levels of electoral participation is lower due to non-registration as one major reason,
but there is a high turnout among those registered to vote. If the answer to 2 is no, then you must lay out what
other rights should be stripped of the largest group of incarcerated peopleâ€”mostly nonwhite drug
offendersâ€”in the history of the world. Pete Buttigeig: People shouldn't be able to vote while incarcerated.
Then we are admitting that we fail to be the country we purport to be. A very clear example of this abuse of
power has been witnessed in the US when Al Gore could have won over George Bush in Florida during
Presidential elections if over 6,00, Floridians were not disenfranchised because of being ex-convicts. For
example, civil prisoners sentenced for nonpayment of fines can vote. You lose your liberty â€” your place in
civil society â€” and the freedoms that come with it. Other European countries[ edit ] Several other European
countries permit disenfranchisement by special court order, including France and the Netherlands. Interviews
with these prisoners, during the same research study, revealed that prisoners welcomed the act of their
enfranchisement, and also hoped that more such acts of their engagement with the society including more
attention from the political class will be undertaken by the government Behan 


