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In the Spring of , Jefferson and Congressman James He urged the president to rally the citizenry to a party that would.

The man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners and morals undepraved by such circumstances. He
would occasionally buy and sell slaves to keep families together. Davis noted that although Jefferson was a
proponent of equality in earlier years, after and his return to the US from France when he is believed to have
started a relationship with his slave Sally Hemings , he was notable for his "immense silence" on the topic of
slavery. The committee initially thought that Adams should write the document, but Adams persuaded the
committee to choose Jefferson. He stated that Blacks lacked forethought, intelligence, tenderness, grief,
imagination, and beauty; that they had poor taste, smelled bad, and were incapable of producing artistry or
poetry; but conceded that they were the moral equals of all others, [] [] a concession Holowchak avers is
prodigious and one that no racist would make, given Jefferson's view, consistent with moral-sense and
moral-sentiment theorists of his day, that reason was a faculty inferior to and in the service of the moral sense.
The house was built on land his father had owned since  Thomas Jefferson's Children From to , Jefferson
practiced law in Virginia with great success, trying many cases and winning most of them. As slaveholders
had to petition the legislature directly to gain permission for manumitted freedmen to stay in the state, there
was a decline in manumissions after this date. Jefferson devoted much of his retirement to the establishment of
the University of Virginia , tending his estate as the "Sage of Monticello," and corresponding with his former
bitter political rival, John Adams. He then devised the wonderfully informative Lewis and Clark Expedition to
explore, map out and report back on the new American territories. As a result, by the end of January ,
Jefferson and Burr emerged tied at 73 electoral votes apiece. He would later refer to his election as the "
Revolution of ," but what he really meant was the "re-revolution"â€”the restoration of the course set in , the
preservation of the ideals he had himself enshrined in the Declaration of Independence, the rededication of the
nation to the social and political direction embodied in that statement. Later, serving as minister to France
from to , Jefferson's diplomatic achievements were relatively few. The Declaration of Independence, which
explained why the 13 colonies wanted to be free of British rule and also detailed the importance of individual
rights and freedoms, was adopted on July 4,  Jefferson returned to the United States to serve as Secretary of
State during George Washington's first term, but Washington's most significant foreign policy
achievementsâ€”the Jay Treaty improving American commercial relations with Britain and the Treaty of San
Lorenzo securing American navigation rights on the Mississippi River from Spainâ€”were all achieved after
Jefferson resigned in  By , every state but South Carolina had followed Virginia's lead from the s in banning
importation of slaves. Jefferson suggested that any free black found in violation of the laws would be in
jeopardy of the lynch mob. Hemings and other enslaved people were taken as British prisoners of war; they
were later released in exchange for British soldiers. Jefferson was the first president to be inaugurated in
Washington D. Jefferson declined to seek a third term as governor and stepped down on June 4,  He freed only
a small number of them in his will; the majority were sold following his death.


