
AN ANALYSIS OF THE WORLD WAR TWO AND THE AUSTRALIAN

PUBLIC RESPONSE

Students use Australian War Memorial website to complete summary table, Resource Teacher explains that this Depth
Study investigates only WWI and WWII, and students . language features, intended audience and emotions appealed to
. leaders. Teacher confirms or corrects student responses and fills in main gaps.

Several middle-ranking and senior officers of the AIF were subsequently posted to Militia units and
formations to give them experience. As a result, the burden of the fighting increasingly fell on those
formations that had been re-organised, while the remainder of the Army was relegated to garrison duties. On
the grounds of national danger, resources were increasingly marshalled under government control and
civilians accepted the surrender of many of their individual rights. While they mainly worked in clerical and
administrative positions, and auxiliary roles such as drivers and signallers, many served in anti-aircraft
batteries, operating radars and searchlights but not the guns themselves. The majority of these died in early
during the fighting in Malaya and Singapore where 41 nurses were killed. AWAS members filled a wide range
of roles to allow the Army to redeploy male soldiers to fighting units. Nurses had gone overseas with the AIF
in  Remember that when the Empire is at war, so is Australia at war. Each infantry battalion shed around
personnel as various support elements such as the anti-aircraft and carrier platoons were removed and
consolidated at divisional level. Further Allied victories against the Japanese followed in  For Australians, it
meant that the Second World War was finally over. From grander clouds in our 'peaceful skies' than ever were
there before, I tell you the Star of the South shall rise - in the lurid clouds of war. Japan followed up their
success at Pearl Harbour with a series of victories, resulting in the occupation of most of south-east Asia and
large areas of the Pacific by the end of March  In the British Army was in the process of re-equipping with
new weapons, and a new organisation was required. Two of these divisions would have been used on garrison
duties, while a brigade group may have been made available for British-led operations in South East Asia and
the remaining division was to take part in the invasion of Japan. Current location: Home front: Second World
War Home front: Second World War During the Second World War Australians at home did not suffer the
miseries and privations that many civilian populations in other parts of the world had to endure, but the war
did have a profound impact on the Australian home front. Many of these boys went on to serve in the AIF in 
After expanding its territories throughout Korea and China, Japan sought to extend territory through south-east
Asia but realised that would not be tenable to the United States â€” so Japan engineered an extremely
successful pre-emptory strike on the US Naval Fleet stationed at Pearl Harbour, Hawaii, in December  After
the bombing of Darwin that same month, all RAN ships in the Mediterranean theatre, as well as the 6th and
7th Divisions, returned to defend Australia. National Archives of Australia The acceptance of Australia's offer
of troops saw an outpouring of newspaper coverage on the beginning of the war:. That being so, you will see
how grave is the situation. This required 65 percent of a unit's war establishmentâ€”or 75 percent of its actual
strengthâ€”to volunteer and allowed whole battalions to become part of the AIF. People were expected to
work harder and avoid luxuries and waste. Two-thirds of those taken prisoner were captured by the Japanese
during their advance through south-east Asia within the first weeks of  Several units, such as Z and M Special
Units , were also raised for irregular warfare as were 12 commando companies. World War I: How Australia
reacted to the outbreak of conflict Updated August 04, Map: Australia By mid Australians were aware through
their newspapers of the rising tensions and dangers of war in Europe. The two Militia cavalry divisions were
first motorised and then converted into armoured divisions in and the 3rd Army Tank Brigade was formed to
provide support to the infantry. Some 3, Australians were killed in this campaign, making it the costliest of the
war. Australian troops were mainly engaged in land battles in New Guinea, the defeat of the Japanese at Wau,
and clearing Japanese soldiers from the Huon Peninsula. Infantry, cavalry and armoured corps personnel
numbered just 62, men, while engineers, signals and the medical services remained the same, albeit as part of
a much smaller Army. On 7 May the German High Command authorised the signing of an unconditional
surrender on all fronts: the war in Europe was over. During this year the Army's strength peaked at eleven
infantry divisionsâ€”the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 9th, 10th , 11th and 12th Divisions â€”and three
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armoured divisionsâ€”the 1st, 2nd and 3rd â€”organised into the First and Second Armies , and I, II and III
Corps , as well as many support and service units. This new equipment was not available in Australia, so it
was decided to organise the first unit to be raisedâ€”the 6th Division â€”with some elements of the old
organisation and some of the new. Whatever happens, Australia is part of the Empire right to the full. These
women served in all the major theatres in which the Army fought and a total of 71 were killed on active
service. The activation of the Militia for full-time duty after Japan's entry into the war in late compounded the
situation. Despite the difficulties and hardships experienced on the home front, many Australians remember
this time for its sense of unity, a time when people worked hard and pulled together. Previously force structure
had been heavily influenced by the British Army, and the decision to adopt an organisation to suit local
conditions reflected a growing maturity and independence. Ultimately, while their structure was better suited
to operations in Australia, they were no longer able to be used against the Japanese. On 14 September Prime
Minister Robert Menzies announced that 40, members of the Militia would be called up for training and a
20,strong expeditionary force, designated the Second Australian Imperial Force , would be formed for
overseas service. In response to the heightened threat, the Australian government also expanded the army and
air force and called for an overhaul of economic, domestic, and industrial policies to give the government
special authority to mount a total war effort at home.


