
FORMAT IN WRITING AN ABSTRACT FOR SCIENCE

Mastering the art of abstract writing is essential for boosting the Helps to condense detailed report information into a
shorter format for.

Writing Style Use the active voice when possible, but note that much of your abstract may require passive
sentence constructions. If there isn't a required format, you'll need to choose from one of two possible types of
abstracts. Also, avoid ambiguous or imprecise wording, which is a common mistake found in conference
abstracts written before the data have been completely collected or analyzed. The sentences are included in a
sole paragraph. Unfortunately, some authors fail to understand how important a good abstract is to the success
of their scientific article. Share this:. Table 4 presents examples of the contents of accept-ably written methods
sections, modified from actual publications. Conclusions: What is the significance of your findings? If you
still can't find the article after doing this, contact a librarian or you can request it from our free i nterlibrary
loan and document delivery service. Camps D. However, an analysis of abstracts across a range of fields show
that few follow this advice, nor do they take the opportunity to summarize previous work in their second
sentence. With a fresh eye, you'll probably find new places to cut. How was the research done? In other words,
a person reading only your abstract should be able to understand why you conducted the study, how you
conducted it, what you found, and why your work is important. Some journals or conferences provide a
template that specifies four or five sections, e. Communicate professionally and use formal language.
Step-by-step Process. The abstract is the only part of the paper that readers see when they search through
electronic databases such as PubMed. University College Writing Centre. Consequently, every word is
important to conveying your message. Abstracts and the Writing of Abstracts. Informative Abstract The
majority of abstracts are informative. What are your discoveries? How close were the results to what you
expected? If your data are incomplete or still being analyzed, you are not ready to present your paper. Almost
all scientists and engineers agree that an abstract should have the following five pieces: Introduction. Figure 1
Figure 1. In the rest of this paper, issues related to the contents of each section will be examined in turn. Then
ask yourself: if your abstract was the only part of the paper you could access, would you be happy with the
amount of information presented there? Repeat until you feel confident. If the answer is "no" then the abstract
likely needs to be revised. If so, then follow those instructions. Think of the abstract as a sequential set of
complete sentences describing the most crucial information using the fewest necessary words. Conclusion In
short, a good abstract is one that: Is coherent and concise Covers all the essential academic elements of the
full-length paper Contains no information not included in the paper; Is written in plain English and is
understandable to a wider audience and discipline-specific audience; Uses passive structures in order to report
on findings Uses the language of the original paper, in a more simplified form Usually does not include any
referencing; and In publications such as journals, it is found at the beginning of the text, but in academic
assignments, it is placed on a separate preliminary page. LinkedIn One of the most important parts of a
scientific article is the abstract. What answer did you obtain? You might be tempted to start with the abstract
since it comes between the title page and the paper, but it's much easier to summarize a paper or report after it
has been completed.


